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Another  dream  of  Orange  Church,  having  long  ago 
outgrown  the  "Hut,"  was  for  an  educational  building 
to  provide  more  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  social  hall 
and  kitchen.  During  the  ministry  and  leadership  of  Lynn 
R.  Buzzard  from  June  1964  to  June  1966  this  need  was 
met.  The  building  was  completed  in  January  1966.  Rev. 
Buzzard  not  only  served  as  pastor  but  also  filled  the 
duties  of  choir  director. 

John  S.  Paschal  was  appointed  pastor  in  June  1966. 
Rev.  Paschal  served  two  years  as  a  full-time  student 
pastor  and  was  reappointed  to  Orange  Church  as  the  first 
full-time  pastor  in  June  1968.  He  served  until  June  1972. 
During  1970  and  1971  the  steeple  and  the  porch  were 
added  to  the  church  building.  Also  under  Rev.  Paschal' s 
leadership,  the  first  Harvest  Festival  was  held  in  the  fall 
of  1971.  It  has  been  held  each  fall  since.  Twenty-five 
percent  of  the  proceeds  is  given  to  various  missions,  and 
seventy-five  percent  is  used  for  needs  of  the  church.  In 
1971  the  total  proceeds  came  to  $2,708  and  in  1988, 
$17,131.43. 

James  A.  Noseworthy,  serving  from  June  1972  until 
June  1973,  and  Eddie  Walker,  serving  from  June  1973 
until  June  1975  were  faithful  and  continued  to  undergird 
the  ministries  of  the  church. 

David  Gift  was  appointed  pastor  in  June  1975  and 
served  for  ten  years  until  June  1985,  the  longest  term 
of  any  pastor  appointed  to  the  church.  Rev.  Cliffs 
ministry  marked  significant  historic  events  and  changes 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  On  May  23,  1982,  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  church  was  celebrated.  Almost  every- 
one dressed  in  the  style  of  the  early  1800s.  In  1984,  the 
200th  Anniversary  of  Methodism  was  observed.  A  great 


preaching  service  was  held  outside  on  the  lower  side  of 
the  ballfield.  Rev.  Clift  rode  to  the  service  on  horseback, 
dressed  in  Wesleyan  fashion.  Those  were  the  years  when 
Orange  UMC  began  to  grow  in  numbers  and  to  increase 
its  ministries  as  the  Town  of  Chapel  Hill  began  to 
expand. 

Robert  D.  O'Keef  was  appointed  pastor  in  June  1985 
and  served  until  June  1988.  The  church  started  a  second 
morning  worship  service  in  February  1986  in  order  to 
accommodate  increased  attendance.  Attendance  at  these 
services  range  from  70  to  100  at  8:30  a.m.  and  from 
200  to  250  at  11:00  a.m.  Many  students  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  attend. 

In  August  1985,  the  Administrative  Board  of  Orange 
United  Methodist  Church  officially  established  a  study 
committee  to  analyze  the  needs  of  the  congregation  with 
regard  to  its  present  and  future  facilities.  At  the 
November  13,  1985,  Charge  Conference,  the  commit- 
tee presented  the  results  of  its  study.  The  Charge  Con- 
ference responded  by  electing  a  Building  Committee  and 
authorizing  the  committee  to  begin  making  plans  for  a 
building  expansion  and  alterations  to  accommodate  the 
church's  growing  needs.  An  architect  was  employed, 
and  plans  were  drawn  and  approved  by  the  congrega- 
tion and  Administrative  Board.  In  December  1986,  an 
every  member  visitation  was  held  to  seek  a  minimum 
goal  of  $500,000  in  faith  commitments  over  a  three-year 
period.  Each  member  was  visited  and  invited  to  sign  a 
pledge.  A  total  of  $336,780  was  committed  in  faith  pro- 
mises. On  June  23,  bids  were  received  for  the  building. 
The  low  bid  was  well  within  the  church's  budget.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  completed  and  furnished  building 
is  $1,005,724.  A  ground-breaking  ceremony  was  held 
on  Tuesday,  June  28,  1988. 


150th  Anniversary  Celebration,  1982 
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200th  Celebration  of  Methodism.  1984 

Rene  O.  Bideaux  was  appointed  to  Orange  UMC  at 
the  June  1988  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  after 
serving  as  Deputy  General  Secretary  for  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York  City  for 
seven  years. 

Orange  UMC  has  been  honored  to  have  many  of  its 
members  respond  to  God's  call  to  the  ordained  ministry: 

The  first  was  Alexander  Gattis,  Jr.  (1819-1859),  son 

of  Alexander  Gattis,  Sr.  He  joined  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  in  1846,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  Rev. 
Gattis  was  the  first  person  to  be  buried  in  Orange  Church 
cemetery. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Gattis  (1836-1906)  was  accepted 
by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in  1860  and  served 


for  forty-five  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
and  is  buried  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

Dr.  Samuel  B.  Turrentine  (1861-1949)  joined  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  in  1888  and  when  the  con- 
ference was  divided  in  1890,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  newly  organized  Western  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. He  served  pastorates  in  King's  Mountain,  Morgan- 
ton,  Winston-Salem,  Charlotte,  Greensboro,  and  Salis- 
bury. In  1913  he  became  president  of  Greensboro  Col- 
lege, which  is  now  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Greensboro.  There  he  remained  until  1935  after  which 
he  became  president  emeritus  and  Professor  of  Bible  and 
special  lecturer  in  Bible.  He  is  buried  in  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina. 

Dr.  Charles  Maddry  (1876-1962)  considered  himself 
a  Baptist  minister  going  out  from  Orange  Church.  Dr. 
Maddry  was  the  grandson  of  Jane  Gattis,  sister  of  Alex- 
ander, Jr.  Dr.  Maddry  was  born  and  reared  in  this  com- 
munity. He  attended  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  served  churches 
in  Kentucky,  North  Carolina  and  Texas.  Rev.  Maddry 
served  as  General  Secretary  of  mission  work  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention  and  also  served  for 
a  number  of  years  as  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  Dr.  Maddry  is  buried  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

William  (Bill)  Holliday  entered  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference in  1985  and  graduated  from  Duke  Divinity 
School  in  May  1988.  He  served  as  student  pastor  of 
Union  Grove  United  Methodist  Church,  Chapel  Hill, 
from  June  1987  to  July  1988  and  is  now  serving  Scodand 
Neck  United  Methodist  Church. 

Roger  C.  Williams  became  a  local  pastor  in  1987, 
and  now  serves  the  Hightowers  Circuit  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference. 

J.  Donald  Johnson  began  his  studies  for  the  ministry 
in  1987  and  was  accepted  for  candidacy  by  the  1988 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

The  Orange  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women  is  open 
to  all  women  of  the  church.  There  are  three  Circles: 
the  Nellie  Hutchins,  the  Catherine  Ford,  and  the  Naomi- 
Ruth.  The  first  Circle,  the  Mary  Burch,  was  dissolved 
in  February  1983;  however,  many  of  its  members  went 
into  the  newer  Circles.  The  United  Methodist  Women 
provide  support  for  the  church  and  their  community 
through  various  mission  programs. 


The  early  records  of  Orange  Church  were  lost  and, 
therefore,  an  accurate  account  as  to  when  the  church 
was  first  organized  is  not  available.  The  story  by  tradi- 
tion is  that  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  1 832  a  number  of 
interested  people  gathered  under  a  grapevine  located  in 
the  general  area  of  the  present  church  to  organize  a 
Methodist  Church.  The  name  "Orange"  was  no  doubt 
chosen  after  the  County  of  Orange. 

On  October  31,  1836,  Alexander  Gattis,  Sr.,  a  rul- 
ing elder  in  the  New  Hope  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Thomas  King  each  deeded  two  acres  of  land  to  the 
Orange  Church  trustees.  On  February  25,  1932,  Mr. 
J.C.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Esther  Hopkins  Clark  deeded  .88 
of  an  acre  of  land  to  the  Orange  Church  trustees  to 
enlarge  the  cemetery. 

According  to  tradition,  the  first  church  building  was 
a  log  cabin.  The  cabin  burned  and  was  replaced  by  a 
frame  building  around  1836-1838.  The  frame  building 
was  torn  down,  and  the  present  sanctuary  built  in  1924. 
This  building  included  four  Sunday  School  rooms  (two 
in  the  front  and  two  in  the  back),  which  was  an  improve- 
ment over  the  previous  sanctuary  as  it  was  just  one  small 
room.  The  1924  structure  continues  to  be  used  for  Sun- 
day worship. 

In  1934  the  Hut  was  built;  it  was  comprised  of  two 
rooms,  a  kitchen  and  a  social  hall.  The  Hut  served  for 
community  functions,  church  socials,  business  meetings 
and  Sunday  School. 

The  three  stained  glass  windows  in  the  sanctuary  were 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  March  29,  1953.  Chancellor 
Robert  B.  House  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina 


preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  left  window  was 
given  by  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  in 
memory  of  the  deceased  members  of  the  society.  The 
center  window  was  given  by  Frances  (Fannie)  Brockwell 
in  memory  of  her  husband,  Samuel  J.  Brockwell.  The 
right  window  was  given  by  the  Blackwood  family  in 
memory  of  Malcolm  C.  and  John  H.  Blackwood,  bro- 
thers in  Christian  service. 

The  year  1958  was  an  important  one  for  change  at 
Orange  Church.  Orange  Church  moved  from  being  part 
of  a  three-point  charge  in  which  one  pastor  served  three 
churches  to  having  a  full-time  student  minister  in  1958 
when  J.C.  Alexander  was  appointed.  Also,  in  1958  a 
parsonage  was  built  on  Homestead  Road  on  a  spacious 
lot  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  (Margaret)  Link  and 
Mrs.  Lena  W.  Burch  (mother  of  Mrs.  Link),  as  a 
memorial  to  the  William  Henry  Burch  family.  The  Alex- 
anders were  the  first  to  live  in  the  parsonage. 

In  1971  Mrs.  William  C.  (Lillie)  Freeland  and  her 
daughters,  Mrs.  Mabel  Maddry,  Mrs.  Inez  Poe,  and 
Mrs.  Pauline  Rogers  (Gentry),  and  her  son  Mr.  Thomas 
Freeland,  gave  two  acres  of  land  in  memory  of  Mr. 
William  Cameron  Freeland.  This  property  was  given 
with  an  option  to  purchase  two  adjacent  acres  in  five 
years  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  These  two  acres  were  pur- 
chased and  paid  for  in  January  1976,  bringing  the  total 
acreage  to  nearly  nine. 


On  the  cover:  Orange  United  Methodist  Church,  1836-38  and  1989 


Sunday  School  Group 
Early  1900s 
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The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Orange  Church  reor- 
ganized in  December  1986  and  were  chartered  in  May 
1987.  Working  with  community  missions  and  support- 
ing the  Harvest  Festival  are  examples  of  their  services. 

Special  interest  groups  within  the  church  include  Sun- 
day School  for  all  ages,  Bible  studies,  adult  fellowship 
groups,  and  programs  for  youth  and  senior  citizens. 

Orange  Church  has  grown  rapidly  in  recent  years. 
Membership  grew  from  276  in  1981  to  488  at  the  end 
of  1988.  Average  attendance  increased  to  270  from  166, 
and  church  school  attendance  moved  to  131  from  66. 
The  annual  budget  for  current  expenses  in  1982  was 
$45,967;  in  1989,  it  was  $151,617.  On  July  29  and  30, 


1989,  the  congregation  celebrated  its  faith  and  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  fellowship  hall  and  education  building  with 
an  arts  festival,  worship,  a  song  fest  and  plenty  of  food. 

Orange  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  rich  history. 
It  is  vital,  missional  congregation  with  Spirit-filled  leader- 
ship professing  the  historic  Wesleyan  faith.  It  warmly 
welcomes  everyone  to  share  in  opening  new  doors  to 
faith  in  its  community. 


Prepared  by  The  History  Committee 
Julia  Blackwood,  Chairperson 
Margaret  Blanchard 
Mildred  Stout 
Wiley  Williams 
Frances  Scott 
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